Contentment!

By Richard Crisco

Husband store

A store that sells husbands has just opened in New York

City , where a woman may go to choose a husband. Among the
instructions at the entrance is a description of how the store
operates. You may visit the store ONLY ONCE!

There are six floors and the attributes of the men increase as
the shopper ascends the flights. There is, however, a catch . .
You may choose any man from a particular floor, or you may
choose to go up a floor, but you cannot go back down except to
exit the building! So, a woman goes to the Husband Store to
find a husband. .

On the first floor the sign on the door reads:
Floor 1 - These men have jobs and love the Lord.

The second floor sign reads:
Floor 2 - These men have jobs, love the Lord, and love kids.

The third floor sign reads:
Floor 3 - These men have jobs, love the Lord, love kids, and
are extremely good looking.

"Wow," she thinks, but feels compelled to keep going.
She goes to the fourth floor and sign reads:

Floor 4 - These men have jobs, love the Lord, love kids, are
drop-dead good looking and help with the housework.

"Oh mercy me'" she exclaims, "I can hardly stand it!" Still,
she goes to the fifth floor and sign reads:

Floor 5 - These men have jobs, love the Lord, love kids, are
drop-dead gorgeous, help with the housework, and have a
strong romantic streak.

She is so tempted to stay, but she goes to the sixth floor and
the sign reads:

Floor 6

You are visitor 4,363,012 to this floor.

There are no men on this floor.

This floor exists solely as proof that women are impossible to
please.

Thank you for shopping at the Husband Store. Watch your
step as you exit the building, and have a nice day!

A boat docked in a tiny Mexican village. An American
tourist complimented the Mexican fisherman on the quality of
his fish and asked how long it took him to catch them.

""Not very long," answered the Mexican.

"But then, why didn't you stay out longer and catch
more?" asked the American.

The Mexican explained that his small catch was sufficient
to meet his needs and those of his family.

The American asked, '"But what do you do with the rest of
your time?"

"I sleep late, fish a little, play with my children, and take a
siesta with my wife. In the evenings, I go into the village to see
my friends, play the guitar, and sing a few songs ... I have a full
life."

The American interrupted, "I have an MBA from Harvard
and I can help you! You should start by fishing longer every
day. You can then sell the extra fish you catch. With the extra
revenue, you can buy a bigger boat. With the extra money the
larger boat will bring, you can buy a second one and a third
one and so on until you have an entire fleet of ships. Instead of
selling your fish to a middle man, you can negotiate directly
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with the processing plants and maybe even open your own
plant. You can then leave this little village and move to Mexico
City, Los Angeles, or even New York City! From there you can
direct your huge enterprise."

"How long would that take?' asked the Mexican.

"Twenty, perhaps twenty-five years," replied the
American.

""And after that?"

"Afterwards? That's when it gets really interesting,"
answered the American, laughing. "When your business gets
really big, you can start selling stocks and make millions!"

"Millions? Really? And after that?"

""After that you'll be able to retire, live in a tiny village near
the coast, sleep late, play with your children, catch a few fish,
take a siesta, and spend your evenings enjoying your friends!"

Lk. 3:14 Then some soldiers asked him (John The Baptist), ""And
what should we do?"" He replied, ""Don't extort money and don't
accuse people falsely-- be content with your pay."

Heb 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what vou have, because God has said, "Never will
1 leave you; never will I forsake you."

1Ti 6:3 If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to
the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly
teaching, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an
unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that
result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and
constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been
robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to
financial gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.
7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be
content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into
temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires
that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for

money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves
with many griefs. 11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and
gentleness.

Phil. 4:10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have
renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned,
but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this
because I am in need, for 1 have learned to be content whatever
the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know
what it is to have plenty. 1 have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. 13 1 _can _do everything
through him who gives me strength.

Phil. 3:7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for
the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them
rubbish, that I may gain Christ

Psa 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd, 1 shall not be in want.

(Psa 34:10 KJV) The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger:
but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing.

The Disciples struggled with contentment:

Mk. 9:33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house,
he asked them, ""What were you arguing about on the road?" 34
But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about
who was the greatest. 35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve
and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last,
and the servant of all."

Mk. 10:32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus
leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those
who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and
told them what was going to happen to him. 33 ""We are going
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up to Jerusalem," he said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed
to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn
him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will
mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days
later he will rise.”” 35 Then James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, came to him. ""Teacher," they said, '"'we want you to do
for us whatever we ask." 36 ""What do you want me to do for
you?" he asked. 37 They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right
and the other at your left in your glory." 38 '"You don't know
what you are asking," Jesus said. ""Can you drink the cup 1
drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?" 39
"We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, ""You will drink
the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized
with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared." 41
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with
James and John.

The Tenth Commandment
Ex. 20:17 ""You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall
not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor."”

Discontentment appears in many areas of our lives:

Jobs

If you’re unhappy with your job, change it. However, I have
learned that being a content person has generally helped me at any
job. Discontented people tend to be complainers, or grumpy, or
negative. That leads to problems at the job. People who are content
tend not to complain and tend to have a more positive attitude, and
that almost always leads to more opportunities, both within the job
(promotions, new projects, etc.) and outside the job (job offers,
networking, etc.).

Finances
The reason we get into financial trouble, oftentimes, is that we buy
more than we can afford.

Finding contentment with the stuff you have and with a simpler
life can lead to buying less, to buying things we need instead of
want, and to only spending what we can afford.

Relationships

Many times it seems that we’re never satisfied with our significant
others. They don’t behave how we want them to. That’s often at
the root of relationship problems.

Instead, learn to be content with the person you love, just as they
are. This isn’t always easy, as we are usually try to change people.
However, you will only find trouble if you try to change your
significant other. You might get them to change their behavior (but
most often not), but they will be unhappy, and in turn the
relationship will suffer.

Secrets to being Contentment (Phil 4:12)

+ Count your blessings. It is the best way to get to contentment.
Take a moment to count all the good things in your life. It puts
the focus on what you do have rather than what you don’t.

* Learn to enjoy the simple things. Instead of wanting to buy
expensive things, and spend money on doing things like eating
out or entertainment, learn to enjoy stuff that’s free.
Conversations and walks with other people. Spending time
outdoors. Play board games. Going to the beach. Playing
sports. Running. These things don’t cost much, and they are
awesome.

+ Stop, and remember the good things about people. When
you find yourself unhappy with someone, or trying to change
them, stop yourself. Take a moment to think about the good
things about that person, the reasons you love that person.
Then accept their faults as part of their entire package.
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+ Stop, and consider why you want something. When you feel
the urge to buy something, think about whether it’s a need or a
want. If it’s a want, - Consider why you want something. Are
you not content with what you already have? Why not?

+ Take time to meet someone else’s need.

+ Take time to appreciate God’s Goodness to you! Reflect on
(be grateful) for all the good things and people in your life, on
a regular basis.

» Show people you appreciate them. It’s good to appreciate
people, but it’s even better to show them. Give them a hug,
smile, spend time with them, thank them out loud, and thank
them publicly.

* Live humbly and grateful before the Lord!

Prov. 30:7 "Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me
before I die: 8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me
neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9
Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who
is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor
the name of my God.
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